Website Design:
Fundimentals

Overview of the Web

Networking, domains, suffixes. Background to the web.

Naming Conventions 
No Spaces (%20)

Use hyphen or Underscores instead.

Short as possible, long as necessary

No capitals is a good practice

Avoid . “ / !  % $ \ . ?  

Stick to letters and numbers

HTML vs. XHTML

.HTML / .HTM

Use either, but always use the same one.

Preferences for New Document can dictate this as a standard when using DW

Structure of a Website

Syntax

Site/ Root Folder

Index.html – Home/ default page

subfolders can have their own index.html

folders without index.html can often be seen by many browsers. Allowing viewers to view all files and folders.

www.domain.com/folder/page.html
Overview of a Webpage

Basic HTML

Tags & Formatting

Adding Images
Adding Links

Tables

Content vs. Formatting

Introduction to CSS is Dreamweaver

Separation of Content and Design

Introduction to XML, PHP, Java Scripts (behaviours in DW), Flash, Databases, DHTML (dynamic), etc.

Optimization for Search Engines

Using Meta-Tags & Content Tags

Fill in all blanks

Image tags for alt text, instance names, etc.

Submitting to Sites

Google and the inevitability.

Linking from sites

Multimedia

Inserting Images
Point to file Targeting System for linking images

Drag & Drop Images from Explorer into Dreamweaver page. A copy of the picture will be added to the default site Images folder, and moved from within the Files Panel

Embedding video, audio & flash media

Linking to Online media

Dreamweaver Overview

Window > Workspace > Designer

Save your own workspaces for various tasks

Window > Workspace > Save Current…

All Interface components are found under the Window Menu

Shortcuts are available

Menu Bar

Panels

Insert Bar

Favorites Tab allows customizability

All options in the Insert Bar are also found in the Insert Menu
Properties Inspector

Extremely important, best left available.

Find and Replace

More useful that just finding text.

Regular Expressions for advanced searching
Search Regular Expressions in Help Viewer.

Document Window

Design Views

Code Design & Split

Window > Code Inspector

Page Title

Get / Put 

Preview in Browser

Refresh, Options, Visual Aids

Validate Markup

Checks for missing tags and errors
Check Page against Browsers

Check if page is compatible with many browsers.

Preferences for Preview in Browser

World at top of document window to Preview (F12)

Status Bar

Zoom and Hand tools now available
Tabs make multi-documents editing convenient

Site Definition:
Site > New Site

Advanced Tab

Home Computer, Local

Site Name is for your eyes only.

Local Root: Where the site located on your computer. Images for Site Images

Website Online, Remote

Explains to Dreamweaver where your website is hosted. Where it should upload files to.

Files Panel

Acts as a browser for the site once a site is defined.

Changing file names or positions is automatically updated in the html so long as the alterations are made through the files Panel. 
Right Click on Site Folders to add new Folders and Files

Site Map

See an overview of the website and it’s links

Quickly create the overall site structure with temp files.

The Basics
Advanced

Code View

Code Toolbar

Customizable.

This is editing XML. For the Pro’s.

Commenting Buttons in and out can aide certain operations. Adobe left them out due to smaller screen sizes. Edit the toolbars.xml file in Dreamweaver and uncomment or comment buttons in and out of the Toolbars. 

Be sure to back the file up before editing.

Code Hinting

Add tags on the fly

Allows for immediate accessibility to CSS

Edit > Tag Libraries

XSD. Files define XLM

Plus sign allows for new coding
Snippets

Reusable code

Includes Java and CSS

Best put in individual folders

.CSN files in Dreamweaver Folders
Dreamweaver Shortcuts

Commands > snippet’s

Save snippets through + sign

Quick Tag Editor

Wrap a Tag

Add additional tags around any selection

CTRL + T

Access code
In design view not have to access as many menus
Right Click Bread Crumb Tags In Design View

Parent Tag Selector

Keep climbing up the Parent Hierarchy

Status bar indicates the Hierarchy 

CTRL + [  - move up and down

CTRL + ]  (in design view only)

Collapse

Collapse/Expand Tags to hide code you’re not working on. This is remembered upon closing.
Use ALT click to collapse everything else.

Expand All Button as well.

CSS Panel

Create CSS files upon New HTML creation through Open window option in bottom right corner or as you create a new rule through the CSS Panel.
Move Inline Styles to External Style sheets by drag and drop in the CSS Panel.

DIV tags.

Use div tags to identify sections in a document.

Div is short for Division. 

<div  id=”divname”></div>

<div> is an element or customizable area using CSS, used specifically to define areas of a document, not specifically the look of each area. 

Cascade

Inheritance

Specificity

Indicated by viewing tooltips in CSS Panel.

Positioning

Allows for overlapping of elements.

Absolute positioning is good for fixed designs

Relative to the parent container. 

Other elements ignore the Absolute positioned element

Relative to the elements starting position.

Other elements react to the flow. Saving the contents position in the document flow. React in relation to the parent with a Position tag.
Floats

Work similar to Inline Text wraps when effecting inline code.

Remove elements from normal document flow, can slip under each other

Allows elements to float beside each other, can create columns with float left on each element.

Still limited to float within a container around floating elements. Container width can help control flow of floating elements.
The Clear Property. Clearing an element allows an object to ignore the effects of a floated object.

Backgrounds

background: url(../) no-repeat top left;

*****
Hiding Text

Block – Display: none (but hides from some screen readers as well

Box – Margin: -9999 forces text off of page to the left.

New CS3 Features

Drag and Drop PSD’s from Bridge into Dreamweaver. 

Bridge will automatically Save for Web for you in your Default Images Folder. The original PSD is still associated to the new JPG and can be edited very easily through the Properties Edit PS Button.

In PS use Copy Merged after editing and saving the file. Select the image in DW and Edit Paste. DW will update the image with the Same Compression Settings.

RESOURCE SITES

W3.org

W3schools.com

Dreamweaver Exchange (more behaviors)

The Box Model: Padding and Margins explained
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